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Dear Fellow Golfers:

As the competitive calendar winds down, we at the Trans-Mississippi Golf Association are extremely excited about 
our upcoming tournament season and the outstanding venues that will host our 2020 Championships. This coming 
year we will travel to three outstanding venues. Our Senior & Mid-Master Championship will be held May 18-21 at 
Hacienda Golf Club in La Habra Heights, California; the 117th Trans-Mississippi Amateur Championship on July 6-10, 
will be played at Windsong Farm Golf Club in Independence, Minnesota; and The Club at Olde Stone in Bowling Green, 
Kentucky, will play host to our 40th Four-Ball Championship from September 21-24. Each of these clubs has a unique 
history within the game of golf and will be a fantastic venue for the respective championships.

The Trans-Mississippi Turf Scholarship Fund continues to be a major focus of our efforts. This year we will further 
enhance both the Student Scholarship Program, which the Turf Fund has conducted for over 75 years, and our Club Turf 
Internship Program, which we began four years ago. The Turf Scholarship Program will award $60,000 in scholarships 
to worthy young men and women applicants interested in careers as golf course superintendents and recommended by 
professors at the top agronomy programs in the country.

The Club Turf Internship Program will also provide $60,000 to Trans-Mississippi member clubs with financial support 
to hire an agronomy student for a summer as an intern to train with the clubs’ superintendent. These internships have 
proven to be invaluable to the clubs providing bright, ambitious students as additional staff, while at the same time the 
interns acquire experience, mentorship, contacts, along with a summer income.

I hope that you will encourage your club to join the Trans-Mississippi Golf Association and apply for the internship 
program this coming year. Please come join us in 2020 at our Championships for some wonderful golf and great 
comradery.

On behalf of my fellow directors and staff of the Trans-Mississippi Golf Association and Turf Scholarship Fund, thanks 
so much for your support and participation. See you on the course next season!

Truly,

 

Robert McDonald III
President
Trans-Mississippi Golf Association
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Established in 1901, the Trans-Mississippi Golf 
Association is one of the oldest and most prestigious 
golf organizations in the United States. Its history is 
set to continue in 2020 at three of the nation’s most 
notable amateur championships. 

Traditionally the second of three events each year, 
the 117th Trans-Mississippi Amateur Championship 
will be played at Windsong Farm Golf Club in 
Independence, Minn., from July 6-10. It will be the 
championship’s first return to Minnesota since the 
104th Trans-Mississippi Amateur Championship was 
hosted by The Minikahda Club in 2007. 

Windsong Farm Golf Club is rated among Minnesota’s 
top golf courses and as one of the nation’s best 
modern courses. Opened in 2003, the championship 
golf course was designed by John Fought and 
Minnesota’s own Tom Lehman, who won the 1996 
Open Championship. 

“It’s an honor for Windsong Farm to host one of the 
best amateur championships in the country with such 
a longstanding tradition,” Windsong Farm Head Goal 
Professional Matt Kleinbrook said. “We look forward to 
seeing what the great players can do here next July.” 

Playing host to its first TMGA Championship, 
Windsong Farm offers ample challenges complemented 
by breathtaking views. The course stretches out to 
7,586 yards and each hole was crafted with a focus on 
pure golf. Fought and Lehman created a fair test of golf 
while differentiating the track from other Minnesota 

courses. Lighting fast greens and ever-changing winds 
are part of what makes Windsong Farm unique and 
challenging for players of all skill levels. 

“Patience will be a virtue at Windsong,” Kleinbrook 
said. “Players will need to take what the course and 
conditions are willing to give them and be willing to 
wait for that moment.” 

This year, Pierceson Coody of Plano captured the 
116th Trans-Mississippi Amateur Championship 
after rounds of 66-73-71-74 at Maridoe Golf Club in 
Carrollton, Texas. The sophomore at the University of 
Texas battled down the stretch at one of the state’s 
toughest courses to win by two strokes over Paul 
Gonzalez, UT Arlington sophomore, of Waxahachie, 
Texas. Coody joined the notable list of past champions 
including Cameron Champ (2017), Collin Morikawa 
(2015), Bryson DeChambeau (2013), Bob Estes (1985), 
Ben Crenshaw (1972) and Jack Nicklaus (1958-59). 

The 2020 Trans-Mississippi Senior & Mid-Master 
Championship is set for May 18-21 at Hacienda Golf 
Club in La Habra Heights, Calif. Now in its third year 
with the expanded field age range and new name, the 
championship returns to California for the fourth time 
in the last seven years. 

“The membership and our staff are very excited to 
host an event as prestigious as the Trans-Mississippi 
Senior & Mid-Master,” Hacienda Golf Club Head Golf 
Professional Jonathan Goglia said. “We’re proud we get 
to hold such an important event and be a part of its history.” 

117th Trans-Mississippi Championship 
Heads to Windsong Farm GC

Windsong Farm Golf Club
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Hacienda Golf Club is a William Watson design built 
in 1923. Hailed as one of Southern California’s best 
golf courses, the Willie Watson gem underwent a 
historic restoration in 2005 by John Harbottle III. Today, 
Hacienda Golf Club offers a true test of championship 
golf featuring ingenious routing through a canyon 
dominated by gnarly barranca. Since the restoration, 
the bunkering has been dramatically improved and 
the stream throughout the middle of course has 
been expanded making Hacienda one of the most 
challenging and interesting classical era designs in the 
United States. 

“You use every club in your bag at Hacienda, and you 
can’t say that for most courses in this area,” Goglia said. 
“It’s a great old school test of golf.” 

Last year’s Senior & Mid-Master was played at La 
Quinta Country Club in La Quinta, Calif. John Bearrie 
of Landrum, S.C., captured the Mid-Master title, while 
Lewis Stephenson of Mansfield, Texas, claimed the 
Senior title. 

The 40th Trans-Mississippi Four-Ball Championship 
heads to a golf course hosting its first TMGA 
Championship as well. The Club at Olde Stone in 
Bowling Green, Ky., will welcome up to 96 teams from 
around the country competing in three separate 
divisions from Sept. 21-24. It will be the fifth time in 
the organization’s history to be played east of the 
Mississippi River. 

“To have the opportunity to host a golf tournament 
with such great history is an honor for Olde Stone,” 
The Club at Olde Stone Director of Golf Kevin Childers 
said. “The clubs that have hosted this championship in 
the past are the best of the best and we are excited to 
showcase our club on the national stage.”

The Club at Olde Stone was built in 2006 by 
Arthur Hills. The famed golf course architect 
carved 18 beautiful holes through the rolling hills 
landscape covered by native grasses. The course 

features a vertical change of over 160 feet and is 
dotted with 99 bunkers. It has played host to the 
2018 Southern Amateur and 2015 Southern Junior 
Amateur Championships among other top amateur 
championships in its young history. 

“Olde Stone is a demanding test of golf from start to 
finish,” Childers said. “The team that displays the most 
discipline and consistency in all facets of their game will 
play well at Olde Stone.” 

The Texas duo of Josh Swanson of Austin and 
Creighton Honeck of Bee Cave won this year’s 39th 
Trans-Mississippi Four-Ball in extraordinary fashion in 
their backyard at Austin’s Spanish Oaks Golf Club. They 
fired a final round 12-under-par 59 to come back from 
a six-shot deficit and claim the title by four strokes in 
the Championship Division. 

For more information on the 2020 Trans-Mississippi 
Golf Association schedule, click here.  

Hacienda Golf Club

The Club at Olde Stone
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In its ongoing mission to support men and women 
who are pursuing careers in the turf management 
industry, the Trans-Mississippi Golf Association 
recently allocated more than $120,000 in the form of 
scholarships to college students and internship grants to 
its Member Clubs. The 2019 scholarship and grant fund 
surpassed last year by over $30,000. 

“At the core of the Trans-Mississippi mission is 
the support for students pursuing a career in golf 
course agronomy, it is the association’s DNA,” TMGA 
Executive Director Rob Addington said. “The growth of 
the scholarships awarded and internship program are 
testaments to our commitment.” 

For more than 50 years, the Trans-Mississippi 
Golf Association has supported the turf industry 
through scholarships and internship grants. This 
year, the association distributed $60,000 in individual 
scholarships ($16,000 more than 2018) to 11 college 
students enrolled in Turf Management programs at 
universities across the country. Tommy King, a senior 
at Kansas State University from Kansas City, Kan., was 
one of the three scholarship recipients who received the 
maximum amount of $7,500. 

“This scholarship motivates me about my future and 
the decisions I make as I build a career for myself,” King 
said. “I am truly thankful for the financial and emotional 
support this scholarship provides.”

King’s passion for turf management began when he 
was 16 years old. The rising high school junior took a 
summer job at Shadow Glen Golf Club in Olathe, Kan. 

At first, raking bunkers and filling divots didn’t move 
the needle; however, King quickly saw the value in golf 
course management. 

“I stuck with it,” King said. “When you work on a golf 
course you see the fruits of your labor every single day 
and I really enjoy that.”

King will graduate in May of 2020 and aspires to 
become an assistant in training at a golf course in 
Kansas City with the hopes of one day becoming a golf 
course superintendent. 

“I’ve been told the challenge is managing people,” 
King said. “I haven’t really struggled with the education 
part of turf management. The challenge for me is people 
management and personal growth. I want a chance at 
that challenge.” 

Ten other college students who share King’s passion 
for golf course agronomy also received scholarships 
ranging from $3,000-$7,500. The 2019 scholarship 
winners included: 

• Issaiah Abeita, New Mexico State 
• Daniel Allison, Penn State 
• Matthew Becker, North Dakota State 
• Daniel Russell, Ohio State 
• Liam Ryan, Rutgers 
• Cody Sander, Penn State 
• Alex Scott, Michigan State
• Bailey Simmons, Texas A&M 
• Mitchell Vanherwynen, Wisconsin 
Additionally, 13 TMGA Member Clubs received 

grants to underwrite summer internship programs at 
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their facilities. In full, $63,500 was dispersed between 
nine qualifying clubs and the four facilities that hosted 
Trans-Mississippi events in 2019. The clubs were chosen 
based on the merits of their application and the detailed 
information they provided about potential intern 
training, duties, responsibilities and projects.

The clubs that received grants through the 
application process were Brook Hollow Golf Club in 
Dallas, Kansas City Country Club in Mission Hills, Kan., 
Southern Hills Country Club in Tulsa, Okla., Meadow 
Club in Fairfax, Calif., Meadowbrook Farms Golf Club in 
Katy, Texas, Bellerive Country Club in St. Louis, Hazeltine 
National in Chaska, Minn., River Oaks Country Club in 
Houston, and Edina Country Clun in Edina, Minn. 

The four golf clubs that played host to 2019 Trans-
Mississippi events also received grants (effective in 
2020). Maridoe Golf Club in Carrollton, Texas played host 
to the 116th Trans-Mississippi Amateur Championship 
in July. La Quinta Country Club in La Quinta, Calif. 
welcomed the 2019 Trans-Mississippi Senior & Mid-
Master Championship. Spanish Oaks Golf Club in Bee 
Cave, Texas was the site of the 39th Trans-Mississippi 
Four-Ball Championship, and The Hideaway Golf Club in 
Palm Springs, Calif. was the generous host for the Trans-
Mississippi Golf Association’s Board of Directors annual 
meetings. 

For more information on how the Trans-Mississippi 
Golf Association supports the Turf Management 
industry, superintendents and their staffs, as well as the 
game in general, click here.  
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CARROLLTON, TX – Second in 2018, first on every 
hole in 2019, University of Texas golfer Pierceson Coody, 
of Plano, Texas, fulfilled his Trans-Mississippi Amateur 
destiny with a two-shot victory Friday, July 12th at 
Maridoe Golf Club in the 116th Championship, joining 
a winners list including Jack Nicklaus, Ben Crenshaw, 
Bryson DeChambeau and Collin Morikawa

The win, with a fourth round score of 2-over-par 74 
and 4-under-par 284 total score, over University of Texas 
Arlington golfer Paul Gonzalez, of Waxahachie, Texas, 
who finished with a 2-under-par 286 total score, didn’t 
come without out plenty of anxious moments on the 
back nine.  Coody took a six-shot lead into the back nine, 
only to see it shrink to two strokes by the time he had 
bogeyed the par-4 15th hole, his fourth bogey on the 
back nine.

“You just have to relax and be patient, the worse 
thing in the world you can do when the lead shrinks is to 
force it and make a birdie and you make another bogey,”  
he said.

“This is such a redemption after finishing second last 
year and such a thrill.  They are so many great golfers 
who have won this, who have gone on to do great things 
in golf and I want to do the same.”

He became the first Trans-Mississippi Amateur 
Champion since at least 2010 to lead solo wire-to-wire 
all four rounds.

Southern Methodist University golfer Mcclure 
Meissner shot the low final round,  five-under-par 67, 
and tied for third with Brigham Young University junior 
Rhett Rasmussen, of Draper, Utah, 287 total score, one-under-par.

Scott Harvey, 41, captured the 2019 Low Mid-
Amateur title with a final round score of one-over-par 
73 and a five-over-par 293 total score, another lofty title 
in his glittering amateur golf career which has included 
a US Mid-Amateur title, a Masters Appearance, and 
multiple Coleman wins at the storied Seminole Golf 
Club.

 “I still like playing with the kids because they can hit it 
so well,”  Harvey said.  “It’s still fun to play out here, this 
is a great, tough course and there is disaster at every 
turn.”

Harvey said he made the 116th Trans-Mississippi 
Amateur Championship trip a working vacation because 
his wife’s parents live in nearby Highland Village and his 
son was celebrating his 10th birthday, so he came early 
to have fun, relax and played some competitive golf.

“I’m not done yet with golf, but I don’t have the free 
time I’ve had in the past.”

Gonzalez, who played in his first Trans-Mississippi 
Amateur Championship, said he relished the chance 
to play against some off the top college golfers in the 
country.  He remained steady all week long, with his 
fourth-round score of one-under-par 71.

Coody made three straight bogeys to open the back 
nine, including two three-putts.  But the UT-A junior was 
unable to apply any pressure missing two birdie putts of 
10 feet or less on the back nine.

“I was playing my game and being conservative, giving 
myself chances, but at the end of the day you make 
some of those birdie putts and I just didn’t do that.”  
Gonzalez said,  “I still think this was a 100% positive for 

WINTER 2019

RECAP

Maridoe Golf Club

Coody Captures 116th Trans-Mississippi 
Amateur Championship with Wire to 
Wire Victory Ride



me for my career and I’m glad to see all the hard work I 
have put in has paid off.”

Coody put his drive into the bunker on the par-4 15th 
hole and was unable to get up and down for par, but his 
closest challenger once again missed a makeable birdie 
putt and the lead remained at two shots.

“I told Pierceson to just reset and relax,”  said his 
caddy, longtime family friend Joe Bisacca.  “I reminded 
him the other players had to make birdies, we’re good 
with where we are.”

Coody two-putted for par on the par-5 17th hole 
and two-putted for another par on par-4 18th hole to 
clinch the win.  He joins a long and distinguished list 
of former Longhorn golfers who have taken home the 
Trans-Mississippi Amateur Championship title include 
Ben Crenshaw, Mark Brooks and Bob Estes, all PGA Tour 
winners. 

Coody is the grandson of former Masters Champion 
Charles Coody (1971), who was unable to make the final 
round to see his family’s major tournament winning 
legacy continued.

“This is another step in the process and getting to the 
where I want to be as the No. 1 amateur in the world 
and achieving other things,”  Coody said.  “It was a fun 
day, with some scary moments on the back nine.” 

Maridoe Golf Club joins a proud list of Trans-
Mississippi Amateur Championship venues, which 
includes some of the best courses in America.  Within 
the past decade, the elite amateur championship has 
been contested at consensus Top 100 clubs such as 
Prairie Dunes Country Club in Hutchinson, KS (2017), The 
Olympic Club in San Francisco, CA (2016), Southern Hills 
Country Club in Tulsa, OK (2014), and Oak Tree National 

in Edmund, OK (2012).  The past three Trans-Mississippi 
Amateur Championships received “A” ratings from the 
World Amateur Golf Rankings for strength of field, as 
well as the 116th edition at Maridoe Golf Club.

The Trans-Mississippi Golf Association would like to 
express its sincere gratitude to Maridoe Golf Club, its 
members and staff, for all of their hard work during the 
Championship.  The 116th Trans-Mississippi Amateur 
Championship was a truly remarkable week, and it 
couldn’t have happened without the coordinated efforts 
of everyone involved.  Next year’s Championship will be 
hosted by Windsong Farm Golf Club in Independence, 
Minnesota on July 6th-10th.
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LA QUINTA, CA ¬– A one-stroke lead was “good 
enough” for Lewis Stephenson of Mansfield, Texas to 
win the Senior Division of the 2019 Trans-Mississippi 
Mid-Master & Senior Championship Thursday, May 23rd 
at La Quinta Country Club.  Shooting an even-par 72 on 
the day, Stephenson finished with a three-day total of 
one-under-par 215.

“I finally learned, the last couple of years, I have no 
control over anybody else,”  Stephenson said.  “Just play 
golf, and if it’s good enough, it’s good enough.  If it’s not, 
it’s not.”

Thursday’s round was, in fact, good enough for 
Stephenson, who with just one birdie and a bogey, 
edged runner-up Mark Morgan of Shingle Springs, 
California for the win and Senior Division title.  The win 
adds to Stephenson’s numerous senior wins, joining his 
2016 and 2018 Texas Senior Amateur Championships 
and 2019 Carlton Woods Senior Invitational.  

“Anytime that I get to compete and finish high in 
a national tournament, it just means a lot to me,”  
Stephenson said.  “It’s been one of my goals to expand 
my field, get to meet other people and play at other 
places, so this is just a special today.”

Capturing the Mid-Master Division was John Bearrie 
of Landrum, South Carolina.  A spectacular holed bunker 

shot, reminiscent of a Memorial Tournament moment, 
sealed the victory.

“I literally got in the bunker, and Paul Azinger’s 
bunker shot to win the 1993 Memorial flashed through 
my head somehow,”  Bearrie said.  “I just hit the most 
perfect shot… it couldn’t come off any better and it just 
rolled in like a putt.”

Bearrie shot a one-over-par 73 on the day, for a 
one-over-par 217 three-day total score, with Keith 
Kinsel of La Canada, California following in second with 
a two-over-par 74 and three-over-par 219 total score.  
In awe after his win, Bearrie, with a sigh of relief and 
amazement, commented on the side, “Sometimes it’s 
just supposed to be.”

Jim Knoll of Sunnyvale, California, defended his Super 
Senior Division title and finished the final round with a 
comfortable four-stroke win.  His 2018 win was at Desert 
Forest Golf Club in Carefree, Arizona.  Knoll shot a one-
under-par 71, for a five-over-par 221 total score with 
three birdies during his round Thursday.  

“I’m very fortunate,”  Knoll said.  “The first day was 
just survival for me, and I played much better these 
last two days.”  Christopher Blair of Nipomo, California 
finished second in the division recording a six-over-par 
78, a nine-over-par 225 total score.
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Atop the Legends Division Thursday was Philip 
Svanoe of Carefree, Arizona.  He claimed the win after 
shooting a six-over-par 78, 227 three-day total score. 
Philip celebrated his birthday during the first round 
of the tournament.  Tom O’Grady followed behind in 
second, recording a six-over-par 78, 229 total score on 
the tournament.

“I had some really good shots on all three rounds 
and some really sucky shots too,”  Svanoe said.  “I wish I 
could even it out a little more, but I’m so happy I played 
as well as I did.”

The Trans-Mississippi Golf Association would like to 
express its sincere gratitude to La Quinta Country Club, 
its members and staff, for all of their hard work during 
the Championship. The 2019 Trans-Mississippi Senior & 
Mid-Master Championship was a truly memorable week, 
and it couldn’t have happened without the coordinated 
efforts of everyone involved. Next year’s Championship 
will be hosted by Hacienda Golf Club in La Habra 
Heights, California on May 18th-21st.
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BEE CAVE, TX — Home course advantage was all the 
motivation needed for a come-from-behind victory in 
dominating fashion at the 39th Trans-Mississippi Four-
Ball Championship Wednesday, September 25th at 
Spanish Oaks Golf Club.

Teammates Josh Swanson of Austin, Texas and 
Creighton Honeck of Bee Cave, Texas entered the final 
round down six-strokes to the team of Hoops and 
Walicki. But the tides turned after they flipped the lead 
after the par-5 8th hole. “It changed the mentality of our 
game at that point,” both men agreed. “It was extremely 
important for us to win at our home course, and that 
was motivating.”

Making 13 birdies and a single bogey, Swanson 
and Honeck claimed the championship title carding a 
spectacular 12-under-par 59 final-round score, with 
a 21-under-par 192 total on the tournament. Adding 
to the home course motivation was seven years of 
competing in tournaments together.

“We know each other so well and how our play 
balances, which helped us a ton today,” said Swanson.

Coming second in the Mid-Amateur Division were 
Arizona teammates Bryan Hoops of Chandler and Adam 
Walicki of Phoenix, finishing the tournament with an 
impressive 17-under-par 196 total score, and final round 
two-under-par 69.

Finishing third were the first round leaders, Casey 
Nelson of Minneapolis, Minnesota and Kane Hanson of 

Fargo, North Dakota. They finished with a final round 
score of six-under-par 65 and total score of 13-under-
par.

Winning the Senior Division in comfortable fashion 
were Lawrence Field of Tulsa, Oklahoma and Steven 
Hudson of Vestavia Hills, Alabama, who shot an 
11-under-par 202 total score, with a final round score 
of one-over-par 72.  This was their second Four-Ball 
win after only having known each other for around five 
years.

North Texas locals Mike Lohner of Southlake and 
Larry Corson of Dallas finished second with an overall 
six-under-par 207 total score, final round score of two-
under-par 69.   

Coming in third in the Senior Division are Ralph Ellis 
of Amarillo, Texas and Tom Cornelia of Greensboro, 
Georgia. Their even-par 71 final round gave them a four-
under-par 209 total score.

Steven Hakes of Las Vegas, Nevada and Douglas Pool 
of San Diego, California shot their tournament single-
round low 65, six-under-par, to finish atop the Super 
Senior Division at 11-under-par 202 total, overcoming 
a seven-stroke deficit. The team had only one bogey on 
the round, paired with Douglas’ eagle on the par-5 8th 
hole, a strong way to capture victory.

The California duo Dave Sheff of Dana Point and Rich 
Tolly of Laguna Niguel finished as runners-up after a 
tough three-over-par 74 round, putting them a single 
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stroke behind at nine-under-par 204 on the tournament. 
Hakes and Pool finished second in the 38th Trans-

Mississippi Four-Ball Championship behind Sheff and 
Tolly in the Super Senior Division at Mayacama Golf Club 
in Santa Rosa, California.

Finishing third in the Super Senior Division were Bill 
Holstead of Wichita Falls, Texas and Wayne Wright of 
Aledo, Texas. They finished with a four-under-par 67 to 
make them four-under-par for the tournament.

The Trans-Mississippi Golf Association would like to 
express its sincere gratitude to Spanish Oaks Golf Club, 
its members and staff, for all of their hard work during 
the Championship. The 39th Trans-Mississippi Four-Ball 
Championship was a truly extraordinary week, and it 
couldn’t have happened without the coordinated efforts 
of everyone involved. Next year’s Championship will 
be hosted by The Club at Olde Stone in Bowling Green, 
Kentucky on September 22nd-25th.
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